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1: INTRODUCTION TO THE GAME OF GO

G018 unitue amongst games. Not anly does s Ristory stretch back 4000 vears but
the rules hawve remained unchanged throughout that very long period.

G is a game chieratony. The Go board. marked with a grid of 19 nes by 19 lines, can
be thought of as representing a piece of land ta be shared botwesn the two players.
Cre player has a lasge supply of black discs. known in the language of the game as
“stones” The ather player has a supply of white stones.

Sarting with an empty board, they play sharmately by placing their slanes on the
crossing points of the lines on the board, The plavers normalbe start by staking out
their respective claims o different areas of the board which they intend aventuatly to
surreundd and contral. Enerry stones can atzo be sorrounded and captared, oot
primarily Ga is a territorial game and the prayer with the greater tatal asea under his
commend at the ond of the gama is the winner.

2: HOW DOES GO COMPARE WITH CHESS?

It iz wrteresting to compare Go with athor “classic” board games for two players,
zuchas Chess. Like Chess, Gois g game of pure gkill, but thers the resernblance ends.
Obwinusty people will have diferent views onwhich i the better gama, but there are
at teast three reasons for preferring Ga:

t T become even moderately slrong at Chess a plaver neads to lasm marnsy
difterent openings. Failure to do this can lead 10 games that are (st at a fairly
zarly stage. Go also hasits own set of corner apemings. known as “joseki”. but
players can become quite stromg without lsaming more than 2 few basio
pattarns. Hence there is more scope for intuition in the opening.

2. Fhe gbiectans in Go are 1o surround teriary and capiure stones, the winner
ot the game is the playver who does this better over the whele board, [t thus
possibla toobtaina poor result in ane part of the board but 1o win the game by
daing rmuch better in ancther part of the hoard. This also gives a playver mary
chances to recover from a bad start

4. A major featurs of Go s the very effective handicapping system. which
withoutdistonting the game allows players af wadely difering strangths to play
gach olher. The dess experienced player has a chance to learn trom the
stronger (20d o winl, whils the stronger playar mustuse his skill to the limits if
he s 0 overcome the handicag.



3: A BRIEF HISTORY OF GD

The game probably originated incenmral Asia whence it spread sastwards, Thare
are ancient records of Go in Nepal and Tiket and from there the game reached
China. The sarkest reference 1o Gooan iterature (2 found in the warks of Mancis
about A00BC, The game of Go reached Japan at around 500 AD. In both countrizs
G0 was initially played only by the aristacracy, bui the game gradually spreacd
amnong the other educated classes

Although e standard of play i Japan was continually increasing. significant
achvances in Go thearny did not 1ake place until the gtart of the 771h cantury, when
schoals ot Go operated by Buddhist priests received! official sponsorsiign by the
frudal government to assist their studiss. A ranking system was also insttuted &1
this Tirne. The four major Go schools were the Honinbo, Hayashi, [noue and Yasui
schools, The top players from these schools cormpeted for sugremagy ina series of
official games, some of which were played in the pressnce of the Shogun in
his castle,

The patronage of Go by the government and the groviog popularity of the game
arnong the upper ciasses combined to provide a secure ervaronment for e
developrment of Go, The four scneols comgated in discovering promising pupis
and devoted greal alfort o study A leading plaver i the 171h ceniuny was
Honinbo Dosaky, who developed the concept ot pncer play, Another Tamous
pluyer was Shusaku (18259-1882), who invented an opening pattern that s stild
papudar today

With the fall of the Tokugaws Shogunata and the restoration of the Empercr in
1868, Go taded in imponance, The Go schools lost ther arnual allowa nees and
miel hiard tirnes. Fortunately, a reaction socn set in and gt the beginning of the 20th
Centery Gowas being played by all classes of paopls. Newspapers started toonng
(o articles and to sponsor major games. Enthugiasm for Go began 1o s
rapncily

4: GO IN JAPAN TODAY

The: firgt modern Ga arganisation, the Nibom Kin, was founded in 1924 with the
nelp of Baron Okura and did much to unite Go circles. The [ast ot the gred!
Hanirhos, Shusa joined the fledgeling N ihon Kin, His great rival Kariganse joined a
srmvaller group called Kiseisha and the confrontation betwesn the organisations
culminated in the farmous match between Shusal and Karigane, Shusai won and
thus ensured the ascendancy of the Mikon Kin.

L pon his retirement in 1938, Honinba Shusai ceded s title to the Mihon Kiin faran
annual tournament batwean all leading plavers. Since then. oiher majar coriesis
have been ntroduced; the rwo most impoerlant are the Meijn and  Eise
tournarments. The Sponsership for the Meijen tournament is provded by The Asaba
Shimbun rewspapet, Goois alze covered antelevizion There are row about 10
il Go players in Jagar, of whom 500 are professional.



b: GO IN EUROPE

Although the game of Go had been described by Western travellees in the 1 7th
century it was nat plaved in Earope untl 1880, when a German, Onio Korschelt,
wrole a boak about the game. Aller this, some Go was plaved in Germany ancd
Yugoslavia. However, the game was skyw 1o spread and it was not until 1957 that
the first European Championship wag hebd.

Mowsadays Go is played in most Burapean coantries. The standard of play is
sigadficantly balow that of professionals in the Far East, but the gap is steadily clos-
ng. Qne reason for this 5 that several of the top European players have Spent time
studying the gamea in Japan.

6: GO IN BRITAIN

Gohas been played in Bntain since about 1920, but ot aran oraanised basis until
1264, when the British Go Association {BGA) was farmed. Thers are naw aver A0
Go clubs i Brivain and the standard of play compares reasanabily weail with the rest
ot Europe. Matthew Macfadyven won the European Championship in 1980, 1984,
1987 and 1989,

7: WHAT DOES THE BGA DOQ?

The British Go Association is a voluntary organisatian with elecied officials which
promaotes the game of Go within the British lsies, Marmbership s open to all Go
players on payment of a small annual subscription. The BGA aimsa 1o suppart Go
plaryers of all standards and to promota interest inthe game The three miost iFpIcr-
wnt achvitices of the BGA provide bepefit o all of its mernbers:

& bimonthly newsletter i distibuted 1@ all mernbers,

Ezch member receves 3-4issues of the British Go Journal, a magazine corntainiag
news. garne commentanas angd instructional articlas.

The: BGA, buys bascks and equipment thal are available to members at moderate
prices. Godds may be otiained by post or collected at most taurnaments {see
below).,

8: SERVICES PROVIDED MAINLY FOR BEGINNERS

The BGA maintains lists of members and Ga clubs. Both liste are available ta all
rembrers o may “opt out” of inclusen on the membershie st The club gt is
also diswributed 1o people who wiite 10 the BGA asking for information.

*he BGA encouranes the formation of clubs [including school Go clubs) by dis-
tributing “starter packages” and lending equipment.



9 HOW DOES THE BGA HELP GO PLAYERS TO IMPROVE?

There s an extensie pragramme of Gotournaments. some of which are orga nised
oy the BOA Other tourmaments are organised by Go clubs, who are supparted by
the BGEA in vanous ways, Most Go tournaments are run using the “MachMahon
syslem” a methad Tor determining pairings that allows players of 2 strengths to
tave part by matching them agamst opponents of appresimately the same
srrengh.

The BGA runs a garme analysis service, provided by some of the country's
Lhrnnest players.

Suong players aie encouraged 1o wisit clubs for lectares and teachingd
simulianeous games - the BGA subsidizes travel expenses,

Twery trust tunds. the Castledina Trust and the Susan Barmes Trust exist 10 promote
thit playving of Go By voung people

10: SERVICES PROVIDED FOR STRONG PLAYERS

Thie BGA records the results of top-level toumament games and organises a
arating syslome [Dplomas are awarded 10 those plavers who achieve “dan’
FEIFIR TS,

& thres-stane Brush Cnampionziig s orgamsed annually.

Thi: BGA liaises with Lthe Enropean G Federation ang ibe lnternational (Worldl)
G Federation,

11 HOW DO | FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION?

Fris s done by writing 1o the addrass below or ‘phoning

British Go Association Membership Secretary,

In return, you will receive a list of Go clubs, and a membership
application form.



